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By-Law 14.1 – Annual General Meetings 

Purpose: A By-Law to confirm:

(a) the time at which Annual General Meetings will be 
convened; and 

(b) the procedures for nominating and electing Councillors. 

Applicable Reference: Clause 5.1 of the Constitution 

Passed by: Council Resolution on the day of 2014

Ordinary Resolution on the day of 2014 

Operative Provisions 

Unless otherwise resolved by a Council Resolution made before 1 October in any 
calendar year, Annual General Meetings of the Branch will be convened in November of 
that calendar year on a date to be decided by Council. 

Nominations for Councillors and members of the Review Committee must be made on 
the Nomination Form (see Schedule 1).  Nominations must be made by two Full 
Members with the written consent of the nominees.  A nomination form will be enclosed 
with a regular edition of the Branch magazine sent to members at least thirty business 
days before the date of the meeting.  Nominations will close at 5.00 p.m. on a date, 
specified in the nomination form, which falls at least ten business days before the date 
of the meeting. 

To assist the Returning Officer, scrutineers will be appointed by the Council in such 
number as Council may determine.  At all elections the Chief Executive Officer is the 
Returning Officer. 

All questions of validity of nominations are decided by the Council. 

The Returning Officer will enter the name of each such nominee with the names of the 
proposer and seconder in a "Nomination Book".  The book will be open to inspection by 
any member of the Branch at the office at all reasonable times.  At all elections the votes 
of financial members only are valid. 

Voting 

At least ten business days before the date of the Annual General Meeting the returning 
officer will post to each member entitled to vote two envelopes, one addressed: 

Returning Officer 
Australian Dental Association, 
South Australian Branch Incorporated 

and the address of the office of the Branch; and the other marked "Ballot Paper".  The 
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latter is for the purpose of enclosing the voting paper with the names of the candidates 
printed thereon and clearly indicating the rules for voting.  The order of the names of 
candidates on each ballot paper will be chosen by lot conducted by the returning officer 
in the presence of a witness. 

A member will vote by striking out the name of each candidate for whom he or she does 
not wish to vote, leaving no more and no less than the required number. 

The voting papers will be enclosed in the envelope marked "Ballot Paper" which must 
be sealed and enclosed in the envelope addressed to the Returning Officer.  The name 
of the member voting and his or her signature must be written inside the flap of the last 
mentioned envelope which must also be sealed. 

Ballot papers must be returned to the office of the Branch by 5.00 pm on the 
penultimate day before the Annual General Meeting, at which time the ballot is closed. 

Procedural 

Any retiring officer, councillor or a member of a Committee is eligible for re-election 
without formal nomination if he or she notifies the Chief Executive Officer in writing, at 
any time prior to the deadline for nomination that he or she is willing to stand. 

The Returning Officer will place the result of the ballot in a sealed envelope and hand it 
to the Chairperson of the Annual Meeting before the commencement of the meeting.  

The Chairperson has a casting vote in case of equality of votes.  

The Returning Officer will have a casting vote where scrutineers are equally divided on 
questions relating to technical matters. 

The Returning Officer will make available to a candidate on request the number of votes 
he or she received together with the number of votes polled by each other candidate 
where applicable. 

 


